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GLOBAL CALL WITH MEMBERS 
Notes from Online Call on Zoom 

22 May 2020 
 

 

 

Sylvie Ndongmo, Africa Regional Representative, started the call by welcoming all members and 

expressed her hope for good discussions. This call would follow-up the first meeting: how are we 

experiencing these times, what are the realities in different countries, what can we do together, how 

can we move as a group and help each other. Sylvie also thanked all the members who submitted 

suggestions for the agenda of today’s meeting. The items which were not discussed in this call will be 

discussed in upcoming meetings.  

 

As an energiser to start the meeting, Nina Hansen, communications manager, asked where in the 

world people are based. Participants answered by using the symbols on zoom. She also asked 

members to write in the chat box what made them smile today. Answers included: the sun, waking 

up, to see all of you, having internet, etc.  

 

 

Presentation of the Corona Action Time Plan 
Presented by Helena Nyberg (WILPF Switzerland) and Heidi Meinzolt (WILPF Germany) 

 

The major concern at this moment is protection; of our self, friends, family, neighbourhood. As 

members of a political organisation we need to use the momentum to speed up the WILPF agenda. 

First: there is a rational analysis of necessary change. This is based on academic research, political 

activism and grassroot experiences. To respond to system relevance. We as WILPFers object 

militarised security and all that is behind capitalist exploitation. This unites us.  

Second: there are a lot of widespread uncertainties at this moment. Feeling of losing control of our 

lives, fear of the increased lack of rights. COVID-19 is a magnifying glass on what we, as women, need 

in order to leave no-one behind. The affects are different everywhere, but the fear is the same 

everywhere. We need to work for freedom from fear!  

 

Helena Nyberg and Heidi Meinzolt thanked everyone involved in developing and translating the 

Corona Action Time plan. It is a tool, to be used in everyone’s own setting – adapt it, grow it and 

change it as needed. It works on three levels. Examples for every level can be seen in the end of the 

document. The interconnectedness between all three levels is important.  

Level 1: if something happens around us, we are always first affected personally. We 

try something that is easy to do: change what we are in control of. Think, what do you 

want to change in your own personal life after COVID-19 is over?  

Level 2: look beyond just ourselves, to our community. Our immediate environment. 

What do you want to change in your community? Think of your participative power. 

Connect to the groups that are already working well. With the local groups, share our 

own focus with other groups. Bring the WILPF perspective into these communities. 

Level 3: we join forces with international actions, as with any structures it is necessary 

to go to the root. International connections, WILPF has these possibilities because it 

has been maintained from the foundation. Bring this to the global level and back and 

use collective resilience.  
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Breakout session 

Small groups discussion on the third level of action proposed in the Corona Action Time Plan. Helena 

Nyberg argued that it is much easier to work for peace if we do it in an enjoyable way, and by 

knowing that we are part of a great movement. Participants were divided into smaller groups 

depending on desired language (English, French and Spanish), to discuss the following 3 questions: 

 
1. What are our major concerns to respond adequately to the crisis? 

2. How can we create resilience (individually and collectively) and make our exchange 

productive to increase visibility and impact? 

3. Which are our strongest arguments and methods we can best use for change? 

 

Report back from breakout session 

Jenny Aulin: A lot of concerns about poverty and unemployment, in addition to the pandemic itself. 

In Colombia and Chile, the state is taking emergency measures they would not otherwise. Failing to 

protect victims and social leaders. A lot happening using online tools, rural populations do not have 

access. Neo-liberalism policies set the conditions for the crisis. Companies have privatised water in 

areas in Chile, in Sweden the privatisation of health care is an issue. Important to think about the 

future. How are we engaging the public in discussions. We need to raise the flag, against a society 

that is militarised. Not only respond to this situation but also for the future.  

 

Laila Alodaat: Climate change and sustainability, change in respect to the climate including e.g. 

minimise dependency on coal, economic equality, address consumerism, support local production, 

funding for health care. Reducing individual environmental footprints. The silver lining of the crisis: 

there has been more inclusion, online meeting results in inclusion for people who cannot travel.  

More national and international solidarity, with countries who suffer differently during the 

pandemic. Wish governments to take their role in international space more proactively. Sustain 

internal solidarity, value those who do high value work: care, health care and support. Changing of 

norms of leadership, the value of feminist leadership. The norms of which skills and knowledge is 

valued differently, the skills and knowledge of women come in handy during lockdown. 

 

Shirine Jurdi: Discussed concern about technological development, algorithms. Connected to e.g. the 

killer robots’ campaign. General-Secretary appeal for cease-fire, regarding that violence towards 

women is always put in inferior position. Needs to be changed, this is a new area we are facing. The 

issue of militarisation leads to that human security is not put in consideration by states. Increase of 

purchase of arms and small weapons. Unemployment that might result from the lockdown.  

 

Heidi Meinzolt: Germany, a country not affected by conflict, the main concern in this moment is 

demonstration against exist strategies due to conspiracy theories. Humbleness is needed, regulations 

to respect the other. The world is big, and the impact and approach is different everywhere.  

 

Reported in the group chat 
Tessa Cerisier: Just to sum up the notes of the francophone group: Main priorities are: 1) effective 

health system, 2) social protection including for workers in the informal sector, where women are 

mainly working, 3) Issue of fake news that create panic over the pandemic and importance of 

coordinated clear communication. On the method to be more visible, use of social media was 

strongly highlighted. 
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Mary Kaddu: My brief contribution; Women are currently experiencing domestic violence due to the 

lock down with no income. There is a lot of poverty and women are the victims. Many husbands are 

not used to staying with their wives’ full time. Third question, WILPF should as much as possible 

involve and bring Youths on Board to sensitize their colleagues about the WILPF's objectives globally 

in general and in their respective Countries in particular. 

Barbara O'Dwyer: From Room 5, we were concerned about climate change issues being overlooked, 

the increase in domestic violence and how economies will recover.  One thing we did not get around 

to discussing was the increasing use of the military, e.g. during the COVID-19 crisis but also in 

Australia during the bushfire crisis in Australia last summer. 

 

Summary of Spanish speaking group:  

Argentina: main concerns are around economic situation following the pandemic, the huge 

unemployment rate, lack of social protection for poor people. WILPF members involved in solidarity 

actions in poor neighbourhood, connected to trade unions organising around this. Another major 

issue is domestic violence, numbers have gone up hugely during lockdown.  

Colombia: the government issuing state of emergency giving them extraordinary powers. Not 

guaranteeing conflict victims' rights as stipulated under the peace agreement. The gov's strategy 

around COVID-19 relies heavily on digital communication, which leaves out people in rural areas that 

don't have the connectivity.  

Chile: legacy of neoliberal policies seen in problems surfacing during pandemic, for example where 

water has been privatised communities don't have access to water. Clampdown on protests, which 

has worsened during the pandemic.  

What we have to do: challenge the narrative, engage public opinion, connect at regional level and 

call out government overstepping its powers. Look beyond the pandemic and into the future, not get 

stuck in the present crisis. 

 

Discussion based on the thematic priorities from breakout session 
What does this all mean for our advocacy? Helena Nyberg presented the different possibilities and 

the process for moving forward. The action is dependent on context, needs to be adapted to 

different countries. Heidi Meinzolt pointed out that this is about a move to broaden our movement: 

use this broadly to spread our messages on all these levels. Important for visibility of the organisation 

and for change-making. What can be done: 

 

1. Translate and distribute the call, and give feedback. 

2. Add to actions and comment your experiences and send them to Heidi Meinzolt and Helena 

Nyberg who will collect and distribute your views. 

3. Collect and request expertise for advocacy in different fields (SDGs, Feminist economy, 

disarmament, UN, EU, AU, OSCE…). 

4. Prioritise answers: PEACE being the goal!  

 

Upcoming days to spread our advocacy: 

- Use HIROSHIMA DAY 6 August:  

- Use International Day STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 25 November  

- Use 16 Days STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 25 November – 10 December 

- Use INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 8 March 

- Use all other occasions you know! 

Can be used for peace and can be linked to other activities going on in your country. Can work with 

other members. Find possibilities to work together! Members were encouraged to contact Heidi 

mailto:heidi.meinzolt@wilpf.org%20%3cheidi.meinzolt@wilpf.org%3e;
mailto:textart@windowslive.com%20%3ctextart@windowslive.com%3e;
mailto:textart@windowslive.com%20%3ctextart@windowslive.com%3e;
mailto:heidi.meinzolt@wilpf.org%20%3cheidi.meinzolt@wilpf.org%3e;
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Meinzolt and Helena Nyberg to discuss anything about the Corona Action Time plan. In that way, it is 

possible to formulate more comprehensive points on where WILPFers stand all over the world. The 

approach is different from the political advocacy work. The plan is to be used to combat fear on the 

one side and show alternatives in a positive way on the other side.  

 

Another energiser was initiated by Nina Hansen, who asked participants to write their names with 

their hands in the air, with their elbows and finally their hips.  

 

 

Any other update and date of the next meeting 
The next global call will be on 30 June at 15:00 CEST (check your time zone).  

The topic of discussion for the call will be to get ready for commemorating and mobilising for the 

75th anniversary of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

 
The meeting ended with a chat wave. Members were asked to write in the chat box how they feel 

now at the end of the meeting. Answers included: happy, refreshed, connected, not alone, etc.   

 

Sylvie Ndongmo closed the meeting by thanking everyone for participating. She also thanked the 

team in Geneva for making it possible. It provided a good opportunity for us to strengthen as a 

group. Sylvie also encouraged everyone to use the tools presented by Heidi Meinzolt and Helena 

Nyberg in the Corona Action Time plan – use it to come out stronger! Thank you, and keep safe. 

 
  

mailto:heidi.meinzolt@wilpf.org%20%3cheidi.meinzolt@wilpf.org%3e;
mailto:textart@windowslive.com%20%3ctextart@windowslive.com%3e;
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20200630T130000&p1=87

